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How to Donate 

You can donate by text messageϟ 
To donate £3, 

text LINKS to 70331 
 

You can donate onlineϟ visit  
http://easydonate.org/LINKS 

Editorial 
Largo has been buzzing with international flair this year! We were delighted to 
welcome a group of French schoolchildren from our twin town, Villennes-sur-Seine, 
who brought fresh energy and warm smiles to our community. The Ukrainian Amateur 
Theatre captivated audiences with their imaginative performance of Robinson 
Crusoeτa moving blend of creativity and resilience. Once again, Largo Arts Week was 
great, showcasing local talent across all of our venues and drawing enthusiastic 
ŎǊƻǿŘǎΦ [ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀƘŜŀŘ ǘƻ нлнсΣ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ {ŜƭƪƛǊƪΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘƛƴƎ 
readers to enter our Cover Photo Competition for the next issue. We are seeking 
images inspired by Robinson Crusoeτbe imaginative! Submit entries by 17th January 
for a chance to feature on our front page. Please send photo entries to the Editor at 
lleditor@largoct.org.uk 

Deadlines for the next issue are: 

Distribution: 7th Mar 2026 Advertising by 12th Jan          Reports by 16th Jan 

 
Thanks to the Methil Printing Company and Largo Communities Together  

for their continued support in publishing and printing. Thanks also to Vintage Lundin Links. 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴǎ ƛƴ [ƛƭȅΩǎ [ŀǊŘŜǊΣ 
½ǳōƛΩǎ ǎƘƻǇΣ  ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ 
grateful to all who contribute to our 
publication in this way. 
You may, of course, send your donation 
directly to the Editor. We have a postbox in 
the Library. 

 

 

by Text or Online  

You can send us £3 directly 
through a smartphone (see the 
instructions in the box in the 
next column). 

 Or, if you are feeling a little more 
generous, you can go online and send us 
whatever you care to give. And, if you can 
register for Gift Aid, your donation will be 
that much more valuable. 

There are two electronic platforms 
with the National Funding Scheme: 

 
DONATEϰ is an integrated platform 
across text and web for one-off and 
everyday fundraising - very easy to use. 

 

ÿ Fundraising, payments and donations will be 

processed and administered by the National Funding 

Scheme. They will be charged at your standard 

network rate. For Terms & Conditions, see 

www.easydonate.org 

ÿ LARGO COMMUNITIES TOGETHER needs to raise funds 

for this and for other charitable purposes 

valuable. 

http://easydonate.org/LINKS
http://www.easydonate.org/
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Our Production costs are 
largely met by our advertisers. 

Please mention, wherever 
possible, that you saw an 

advertisement in  

 

If you would like a 

LARGE PRINT 
copy of  this magazine, 

contact your distributor or 
the Editor. 

 

 
The Editor for this issue is  

Greg Smith. 

He is ably assisted by Fiona 
Smith, James Kay, Lyn Allen, Tina 

Campbell, Fiona McCaul, John 
Ross and Yvonne Stephenson. 

Thanks to Iain for his generous contributions to Largo Links. Look out for his prints in various shops and events 
around Fife. For ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ Lŀƛƴ DǊŜŜƴΩǎ ŎŀǊǘƻƻƴǎΣ Ǿƛǎƛǘ Ƙƛǎ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜΥ  άIain Green Artέ 
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²Ŝ ƘŜŀǊ ǎƻ ƻŦǘŜƴΣ άhƘΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǿŀǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛƪŜŘ ǘƘŀǘέΦ 
So much of our communication is by 
social media and we are aware that not 
everyone has access, or wants to have 
access, to that medium.   
 
Largo Communities Together (LCT) have 
been seeking for some time to come up 
with a simple way of communicating 
these events to the Community. Now we 
have come up with a plan that is in its 
early stages.  
 
It relies on input from people who 
organise events, run regular groups, and 
also relies on people regularly checking 
the LCT website.  
 
We hope you will find it a useful 
resource.   
 
Step-by-step guide on how to access 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ hƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ  

 
Apologies to those who know how to 
navigate search engines!   

Lƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ōǊƻǿǎŜǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ά[ŀǊƎƻ 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέΣ ƻǊ ŜƴǘŜǊ 
www.largoct.org.uk in your search bar.  
 
When you get to the home page (see 
picture) you will find icons that link to all 
the projects in which LCT are involved.  
¢ƘŜ ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴέ ƛŎƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
about all of the regular groups (yoga, 
pilates, qi gong, choir, camera club, art 
groups, etc.) that meet in the community. 
There is also a list in there of the 
upcoming one-off events.  Have a look, 
you might be surprised at how much goes 
on.   
 
LŦ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ 
website regularly then you can become a 
Member of Largo Communities Together. 
Members receive a monthly email 
summarising the forthcoming Community 
events and anything else that might be of 
interest.   
 
Becoming a member is easy and free, just 
ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άmembershipέ ƛŎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴ 
up. This does not involve you in any 
volunteering (unless you want to).    
 
You can have your event added by 
emailing events@largoct.org.uk at any 
time, the earlier the better, and then they 
will be automatically included in the Largo 
Links magazine.   
 
Events Admin Team   
Priya, Greg and Yvonne  
 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ hƴΗ 

http://www.largoct.org.uk/
mailto:events@largoct.org.uk
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As the start of 2026 nears, we also 
approach the 100-year anniversary of the 
sad demise of the Belmont Temperance 
Hotel. This alcohol-free hotel one stood 
proudly on an elevated site adjacent to 
Largo Railway Station, offering extensive 
views across the bay.  

The need for a new hotel to meet the 
enormous demand for visitor 
accommodation was first raised in 1890.  
 
Within a couple of years, the eleven-
bedroom Belmont Hotel was welcoming 
its first guests ς many of whom were 
attracted by its lack of a license to serve 
alcohol. Owned by local joiner Andrew 
Masterston, the Belmont had a number of 
different tenant hotelkeepers over the 
years, some of whom attempted to gain 
an alcohol license to no avail. The 
licensing board were keen to keep at least 
ƻƴŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ άǘŜƳǇŜǊŀƴŎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜέΦ 
Indeed, the hotel was a favourite 
destination for tea parties and picnics for 
day tripping temperance groups as well as 
for overnight guests. In December 1921 
the wedding reception of the only 
daughter of the minister of Largo Baptist 
Church, Rev. Pulford, took place at the 
hotel.   
 

The story of the Belmont Temperance 
Hotel came to an abrupt end in the early 
hours of Friday 22 January 1926, when 
the hotel was gutted by fire. Only the 
hotelier Hugh McLean, his wife Janet and 
their child were occupying the hotel at the 
time. Local newspapers reported that: 
 
"In the early hours of the morning Mr 
McLean was awakened by the insistent 
barking of his dog and, assuming that 
something must be wrong, he made 
investigation and found the lower part of 
the building a mass of flames. The 
occupants promptly made their escape in 
night attire and were received at a 
friend's house." 
 
The Fire Brigade were called but by the 
time they arrived it was clear that the 
hotel was beyond saving and the focus 
was on protecting the surrounding 
buildings and railway.  A shortage of 
water hampered their work and use had 
to be made of the sea, although this 
proved to be challenging as the tide was 
far out and the hotel situated in an 
elevated position. Seven hours later the 
fire brigade left but the hotel's interior 
was completely destroyed, the roof had 
fallen in and only the walls remained.  
This magnitude of the blaze had drawn 
many spectators and must have lived long 
in the memories of those that witnessed 
this disastrous fire a century ago. 
 
For more local history visit 
lundinlinks.weebly.com 

Old Largo ς The Belmont Temperance Hotel 
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As we move 
ƛƴǘƻ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ 
heartening to 
see how much 
life and warmth 
continue to 

flow through the Largo area. Our new 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ hƴ ǇŀƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ Ƨǳǎǘ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ 
is happening locally, from concerts and 
coffee mornings to book groups, beach 
ŎƭŜŀƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŀŦǘ ŦŀƛǊǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ǘƻ 
look forward to as the year draws to a 
close. 
 
A Warm Welcome 
!ǘ [ŀǊƎƻ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
also preparing to open the doors once 
again for another season of Warm 
Welcome Days at the Simpson Institute in 
¦ǇǇŜǊ [ŀǊƎƻΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇƛŜǊ 
to be doing so. This will be our fourth 
season, and it has truly become a much-
loved fixture in local life. The Warm 
Welcomes sit alongside other community 
gatherings such as the Thursday morning 
coffee mornings, helping to strengthen 
connections and give people an easy, 
friendly way to meet and share time 
together. 

These weekly sessions are open to 
absolutely everyone, all ages (children 
welcome), backgrounds and 
circumstances, and you can donate. You 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪΣ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇΣ ƻǊ ƪƴƻǿ 
anyone, just come along for soup, tea, 
ŎƻŦŦŜŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƘŀǘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
friendships form naturally and where you 

can drop in anytime. We rely on the 
kindness and energy of our brilliant 
volunteers to keep things running, and 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿ 
faces. 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ōȅ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ 
tea, bringing a creative idea, or sharing a 
skill, please get in touch with Priya at 
priya@largoct.org.uk.  
 
Ideas and Volunteers 
²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ 
wants to get more involved in other areas 
ƻŦ [/¢Ωǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ƳŜŀƴ 
many things: helping with resilience and 
emergency planning, supporting assets 
and access projects such as local 
pathways, or getting involved in the 
ongoing heritage and environmental work 
led by groups like Friends of Largo Bay.  
 
The Warm Welcomes are a wonderful 
starting point for meeting people and 
finding out more about how to get 
involved, whether you have a few hours 
to spare or want to help shape future 
projects and we will feature different 
things as we go along.  
 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ hƴ 
²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ hƴ 
page on our website, a simple, easy-to-
use tool that helps bring all these 
activities together in one place. After 
experimenting with more complex 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŦƛǘΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƪŜǇǘ 
this one intentionally straightforward and 

LCT - Looking Back, Warming Up, and Looking Ahead 

 

mailto:priya@largoct.org.uk
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ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ 
ŎƻƳŜΦ IǳƎŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻΩǎ 
helped input and the tireless Yvonne 
Stephenson who is keeping details up to 
date. IŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
online but might enjoy an event, please 
Řƻ Ǉŀǎǎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ; a word of 
mouth recommendation can make all the 
difference. 
 
Youth Film and Other Projects 
This year has been full of creativity, 
connection, and community spirit. 
Residents and volunteers have given their 
time and energy to projects ranging from 
biodiversity and beach care to storytelling 
and events. A particular highlight for us 
Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ [ŀǊƎƻΩǎ 9ȅŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ 
film created by local young people with 
the support of Youth First. It offers a 
beautiful glimpse into how the next 
generation sees our community and its 
ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ ²Ŝ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǇǊƻǳŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ 
creativity and collaboration in the year 
ahead. 
 
Christmas Reflection 
As we head towards Christmas, it feels 
like the right moment to pause and reflect 
ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ŦŀǊ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
the ongoing efforts of our subgroups, the 
growth of our membership, and the 
everyday acts of care that make this such 
a special place to live. 

So, as the lights go up and the nights draw 
ƛƴΣ ǿŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻΩǎ 
been part of this journey to building more 
Ƨƻȅ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΗ  

Get Involved with LCT! 
We've made it easier than ever to become 
a member of LCT ς it's completely free 
and open to all local residents (with 
associate memberships available for those 
a little further afield). If you'd like to get 
more involved ς or simply want to find 
out more about what's going on please  
get in touch. 
 
You can find us at 
 
www.largoct.org.uk  
 
alternatively, email Priya@largoct.org.uk 
or become a member and join us at one 
of our AGMs 
 
A Heartfelt Thank You 
Finally, we want to extend a massive 
thank you to the many individuals, 
volunteers, families, and local partners 
who have contributed so much over the 
past months. Your creativity, care, and 
commitment are truly at the heart of 
everything we do. 
 

http://www.largoct.org.uk/
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Paxton Centre Scrap Store 
 
In the Paxton Centre Scrap Store, we 
collect and recycle items that might 
otherwise be thrown away so that they 
can be used for your art and craft 
projects.  

 
 

We have a wealth of materials in stock 
that are suitable for projects with both 
children and adults.  
 
Thanks to the generosity of the 
community, we are able to make these 
available at affordable prices. This helps 
us raise funds to support activities in the 
Paxton Centre, most of which are open to 
everyone.  
 
We can arrange to collect your surplus 
supplies or they can be dropped off at the  

 

 

 

Paxton Centre (Monday to Friday 
between 10am and 4pm).  
 
If you want to come and browse, our 
Scrap Store Coordinator, Joyce, is 
available most Wednesdays from 10am till 
12.00pm.  
 
Alternatively, you can call the office on 
01333 329039 to arrange suitable time 
with another of our volunteers.  
 
We also recycle used ink cartridges (but 
not toners). There is a box just inside 
reception.  
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A simple take on the Spanish tapa, this 
can be served either hot or cold and is a 
great picnic standby. 

 
Ingredients 
4 new potatoes, cooked 

3 courgettes, diced 

2 tblsp olive oil 

2 spring onions 

3 tblsp chopped parsley 

6 eggs 

75g Anster cheese, grated 

Salt and freshly ground black pepper 

 
 

Method 
1. Turn the grill to high. 
2. Dice the potatoes and cook in a 

medium frying pan, to colour a little. 
3. Add the courgettes and stir to mix 

with the potatoes, add the spring 
onions and cook for a few minutes. 

4. Throw in the parsley and mix 
thoroughly.  

5. Beat the eggs together and season 
with salt and pepper, and pour over 
the mixture, shaking and stirring 
lightly to mix well in, reduce the 
heat and cook until the mixture 
comes away from the pan base.  

6. Sprinkle over the grated cheese and 
brown under a hot grill. 

  

Courgette Frittata Recipe 
 

It was with great sadness that we 
learned of the death of Christopher 
Trotter. He has been a regular 
contributor to Largo Links and we 
are grateful to Caroline who has 
permitted us to continue to print 
his recipes. The above picture is 
given by Caroline in memorium. He 
will be greatly missed. 



 Page 14  

Scottish Country Dancing Group 
The dancing 
group started up 
again on 24th 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ 
great to see new 
faces joining in 
the fun from 
week to week. 

We even have one brave man! Any more 
brave enough? One of our number was 
missing sadly, Janet Moss died during the 
summer, and we all greatly miss her 
cheerfulness and quiet efficient organising 
of our group. 
 

We continue to meet every Wednesday 
from 2pm ς 4pm until 10th December and 
resume after the festive season break on 
Wednesday 14th January 2026. 

L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ōŜŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
winter blues than to dance them away in 
an afternoon of friendly, fun, learning and 
ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ 
danced before, each dance is walked 
through before setting it to music, so no 
previous knowledge is needed. The 
emphasis is on fun and everyone is most 
welcome.  

L & N Horticultural Society 
The Largo and 
Newburn Horticultural 
Society Annual Flower 
Show was very 
successful.  

Thanks to everyone who contributed and 
participated. Our Facebook page ά@Largo 
and Newburn 
Horticultural 
Societyά will have 
dates for events 
throughout 2026.   

 

The first event is our 
AGM on Monday 16th 
February at 7pm in the 
Simpson Institute where 
everyone is welcome.    
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Last October, at the community meeting 
at the Durham Hall, the Pier Group 
announced that their work to renovate 
the damaged pier had stopped. This was 
due to several factors: lack of funding, 
timescales relating to agreed funding, 
legal issues on ownership and indemnity 
issues with LCT. However, it was promised 
that efforts would continue to investigate 
other ways to get the pier restored. 
 
A workshop was held at the Crusoe Hotel 
in September to look at stabilisation and 
maintenance of the pier to avoid further 
damage, potential for damage to adjacent 
infrastructure and homes (if more of the 
pier is lost), innovative ways of restoring 
the pier (linking it to wider issues like 
marine erosion, sustainability, tourism 
etc) and alternative sources of funding.  
 
The workshop was attended by 16 invited 
people including: our local MP Wendy 
Chamberlain, our MSP Jenny Gilruth, local 
Councillors, Graham Bucknall (Crusoe 
Hotel), Sailing Club, Boat Club, LCT and a 

number of locals who had expressed 
interest in the pier. 
The meeting was very positive but 
acknowledged that the biggest issue in 
restoring the pier will be funding. Funding 
from public bodies generally requires that 
the project can demonstrate a 
commercial benefit to the community. So 
far, we have not been able to do this with 
any great success. Maybe someone knows 
of a wealthy benefactor!! 
 
The current owners of the Crusoe Hotel 
lease the building and the pier to Graham 
and Rachel Bucknall. It is their intention to 
fully purchase the hotel in the future. 
They are very aware of the maintenance 
issues around the pier and the harbour 
walls at their car park and want to work 
with the pier group and the Boat Club to 
look at the ongoing maintenance. 
 
A new Harbour Area Regeneration Group 
has been formed. This will include 
representatives from; Crusoe Hotel, LCT, 
Boat Club, Sailing Club, Friends of Largo 
Bay, and a number of locals passionate 
about the pier. Their remit will be 
confirmed at the first meeting (to be held 
in the next month or so), but it is likely to 
be threefold.  
 
Firstly, to make sure that the pier is 
suitably maintained and stabilised.  
Secondly, to look at the potential damage 
that could be caused to the road bridge, 
local businesses and homes if the pier is 
damaged further.  

Largo Harbour Area Regeneration Update 
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Thirdly, to look 
at innovative 
ways to fund 
and restore the 
pier.  
The original 
remit from the 
Community 
was to try to 
restore the pier 
to its original 
length and 

condition while making sure that its 
construction was fit to withstand future 
storms.  
The Group will be approaching any 
restoration of the pier with a more open 
mind so that funding may be more 
forthcoming and that the benefits to the  

 
 
local and wider community are 
investigated. 
 

So far approximately £80,000 has been 
spent on the potential pier restoration. 
Nearly half of this was donated by the 
community.  
 

Most of this money has been spent on 
obtaining a design proposal for the pier 
restoration with some monies being used 
to undertake some maintenance of the 
pier. The restoration of our pier is a 
project dear to the heart of our villages, 
and we wish to see something positive 
happening to this crumbling edifice. 
 
We will keep everyone updated on how 
this new group progresses.  
  

Harbour Update continuedΧΦ 
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The term 
green 
space is 
widely 
used to 
encompass 
the natural 

environment. Think of green space and 
you typically have an image of woodland, 
fields, park. All land that is non-urban. But 
here in Largo a new emerging term blue 
space provides a useful shorthand for 
everything related to the sea. And for 
Largo it defines our community.  
 
The blue space is why many of us choose 
to live here or come to visit. FoLBΩǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ 
for being is to protect, enhance and value 
this blue space with initiatives such as 
litter picks, environmental monitoring, art 
and education.  
 
Increasingly it is about tackling the source 
of the problems that negatively impact 
our blue space. For example, rather than 
άƧǳǎǘέ ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƭƛǘǘŜǊ ǿŜ ŀƭǎƻ do a sample 
survey of what items are collected. This 
information is sent to Marine Scotland 
and helps evidence national initiatives 
such as reducing single-use plastics or 
tackling fishing industry waste. Evidence is 
key, which is why we are delighted to 
have been selected to participate in a 
year-long research project entitled ά.ƭǳŜ 
Communities of The FƻǊǘƘ wƛǾŜƴ .ŀǎƛƴέΦ  
 
Led by Stirling University we will be 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ 

the value of blue space. Working with two 
other coastal communities and two 
heritage organisations, the goals of this 
research project are 
 

1. Examine the development of coastal 
communities in the Forth River Basin over 
previous centuries and the changing value of 
the Forth 
2. Empower communities through co-
production of knowledge on how environmental 
and policy-related drivers influence coastal blue 
space quality now and into the future 
3. Develop a participatory tool and framework 
to tackle trade-offs and conflicts in blue space 
usage across coastal communities of the Forth 
River Basin 

 
The overall aim of the project is to 
characterise and evaluate opportunities 
and risks to coastal blue space associated 
with our changing climate and 
management decisions in the Forth River 
Basin.  

As a representative community starting 
December, we will be participating in 
workshops looking at our local 
environment, culture and heritage. We 
see this as a powerful way to evidence the 
issues we face to enhance and protect our 
most valued blue space. If you want to get 
involved or just find out more then please 
email largobay@largoct.org.uk 
 

Friends of Largo Bay Blue Communities Research Project 
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Largo Parish Church - News 

¢ƘŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴΩ sang Bob 
Dylan, and however else that is true, the 
times are certainly changing for Largo 
Parish Church. 
 

As part of Fife PrŜǎōȅǘŜǊȅΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǇƭŀƴΣ 
on the 1st of January 2026, Largo will be 
united with the neighbouring parishes of 
East Neuk Trinity and St Monans to 
become Fife Coastal Trinity Parish Church. 
All being well, the process of calling a new 
minister (who will live in what was the 
Largo Manse in Castaway Lane), will get 
started and I am hoping an appointment 
will be made in the spring of 2026.   
 

As you can imagine a great deal of work is 
happening in the background bringing 
together the life of three congregations. 
Various working groups have been formed 
to deal with the finance, fabric and 
different aspects of church life.  
 

A shadow Kirk Session has been 
established to take over responsibility for 
the new congregation and parish in the 
new year.  
 
 

With regard to Sunday services, they will 
continue to be held in each of the  
constituent parts of the new parish at 
10:30 am.  So the pattern of Sunday 
services at Largo will continue as normal 
with the exception of a monthly united 
service in one part of the parish. Please 
check the church website for details.   
 

A Minister will always be available to 
offer pastoral support or to help with a 
baptism, wedding, or funeral service.   
Meanwhile preparations are well 
underway for the Advent and Christmas 
season, and you will be very welcome to 
attend all of the festive season services. 

 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 5ŀȅ !ǘ [ƛƭȅΩǎ [ŀǊŘŜǊ 
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Continuing on from Issue 20, this is part 2 
ƻŦ bƻǊŀ .ŜǾŜǊƛŘƎŜΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǊŜŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ 
of holidays in Largo. This story was 
ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ [/¢Ωǎ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ 
 

We first came on holiday to Largo in 
1951Χ 

Vans travelled daily round the village or 
sent boys on bikes for orders; Ireland the 
baker and Fisher and Donaldson, and The 
Central Stores for fruit and vegetables and 
Brunton the butcher. Supplies had to be 
brought daily as there were no fridges and 
houses had a meat safe on an outside wall 
to keep things cool. 
 

After four years it became more common 
to buy a holiday house and we bought 16, 
Drum Park in 1955. We came for two 
months every summer and at Easter, and 
for long weekends throughout the year 
until we moved permanently to Largo in 
1988. 
 

Leisure time was spent in The Crusoe 
Hotel, run by Sam and Sheila Nicoll, and 
the La Scala Cinema, now replaced by a 
block of flats, which showed good films 
followed by dances on a Friday and 
Saturday night. Janeck Jurecki had a cafe 
with a jukebox which was a great draw for 
the young, where milkshakes and ice 
drinks were popular. He then opened the 
Viennese tearoom. 
 

There were many other shops in Lundin 
Links Including Mr Cairns, with the bushy 
grey hair, the ironmonger, clothes shops - 
one for children next to the ironmongers 

and another on the corner of Hillhead St 
ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ǿŀǎ WŜŀƴƴƛŜ ¢ǳǊōŀȅƴŜΩǎΣ ǘƘŜ 
grocer. 
 

Largo was a tourist Mecca! People came 
for day trips on the train, over the viaduct, 
and went for boat trips round the Bay on 
the Bluebell and the Falcon, or hired 
rowing boats from Mr Melville? I believe 
there were Pierrots on the pier but that 
was before our time. 
 

Evening entertainment for the young 
ŎŜƴǘǊŜŘ ǊƻǳƴŘ DǊŀƴƴȅ CƻǊǘŜΩǎ ŎƘƛǇ ǎƘƻǇ 
where the smoke spiralled into the village 
depending on which way the wind was 
blowing. 
 

 

At Drum Park we had a field next door for 
25 years where many games of French 
cricket or rounders were lost and won, or 
when the tide was out, on the beach, in 
ǘƘŜ Ψ.ƛƎ .ŀȅΩ ōŜǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ [ǳƴŘƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ 
was also a swing park and sand dunes at 
ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ 5ǊǳƳ tŀǊƪΣ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƧƻƛƴŜǊΩǎ 
workshop which had bats at night! 

  

Holiday Memories Feb 1951, Part 2 
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Holiday Memories ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΧ 

 

We had swimming parties when almost all 
the summer residents of Drum park 
would be in the water together. 
Neighbours had a rowing dinghy, and the 
children would have fishing trips for 
flounders and mackerel, which they then 
gave out all along the terrace.  
 

In July, most years, the children put on a 
show which always took place in our 
garden as we had a side entrance. We 
charged 1p for entrance which was 
donated to the Women's Guild! 
 

The same families came every year, from 
Glasgow, Edinburgh, Liverpool, 
Dunfermline and Kirkcaldy and even from 
France! Every August there were football 
matches between the locals and the 
visitors run by Mr and Mrs Grassick, and 
the kids looked forward every year to the 
summer traditions of climbing Largo Law, 
the chain walk at Elie, The Shell House 
and the shows at Leven, and a bonfire at 
WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ aƛƭƭΦ 

 

Now the children and grandchildren of 
these families still come and still enjoy 
holidays in the village. Although many 
things have changed, there are still the 
same lovely views, the same sandy 
beaches and rock pools and the same 
special family holiday experience. 

 

Nora Beveridge (aged 90) written in 2010 
 

 
 

French School Children Visit 
 
A party of French school children from our 
twin town, Villennes-sur-Seine, enjoyed a 
memorable visit to the Largo area, 
organised by the Largo Area Community 
Council. 

The group of 13 pupils and 3 adults 
arrived in October and were warmly 
welcomed with an initial gathering and 
lunch at The Aurrie Mor. This was 
followed by a visit to the local library, 
offering a glimpse into Largo life, before 
returning to The Aurrie Mor for a lively 
Ceilidh with local teenagers. The group 
then settled in for the night at the Largo 
Law Wigwams. 
 

After breakfast the next morning, they 
travelled to Edinburgh to visit The Scottish 
Parliament. The children met Jenny 
Gilruth MSP, received a guided tour of the 
building, and had the opportunity to 
ƻōǎŜǊǾŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ¢ƛƳŜΦ 
 

The visit left lasting memories and 
strengthened the bond between our 
communities, with an open invite for a 
reciprocal visit.  
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We're 
back after 
our 
summer 
holiday 
break to 
share a 
snapshot 
of what 
ǿŜΩǾŜ 
been up to 
at school. 
 

¶ !Ƙƻȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ƳŀǘŜȅΗ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀ 

dull moment in the nursery, where 

ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ 

pirates. Roman is our head pirate 

and sea shanties fill the air during 

outdoor playtime.  

 

¶ Raaaaaaaaaar! In P1 we've been 

exploring dinosaurs and sharing our 

topic with the P2/3s. Our eye-

catching paper plate display is pure 

ΨŘƛƴƻ-ƳƛǘŜΩΗ 

 

¶ You can always count on P2/3 

ǿƘƻΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƛƴ 

tens and hundreds, getting to grips 

with estimating, and discovering the 

difference between 2D and 3D 

shapes. 

 

¶ P3/4 have well and truly raised the 

bar! ²ƛǘƘ ΨǎǇƻǊǘΩ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǇƛŎΣ ǿŜϥǾŜ 

been practising the long jump and 

gone the extra mile learning about 

famous sportspeople, such as 

Simone Biles, the gymnast. 
 

Welcome Back to Crusoe Kids! 
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¶ Step back in time, dear scholars! In 

tпκр ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘǳǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǇ 

hats to learn all about Victorian art 

and history, focussing on describing 

words to make our writing pop! 

 

¶ On your marks, get set, go P7! The 

Daily Mile is a running challenge our 

whole school cluster is taking part 

in. The P7s used a trundle wheel to 

calculate how many metres make up 

a lap of the pitch. Turns out you 

need a whopping 7 laps to clock up 

the full mile! Phew, talk about going 

the distance! 

 

¶ Heads up (not off), history buffs! In 

tрκс ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜƭǾƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

life of Mary Queen of Scots, writing 

timelines, making posters, drawing 

portraits and designing regal 

crowns.  
 

The crowning glory was our unforgettable 

residential trip to Ardroy. 

 

!ǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ 
ƘŀŘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ 
forward to for the rest of the year, 
including festive Fridays, a Christmas 
panto, our Christmas show, Christmas 
parties, and ... more school holidays! See 
you all again in 2026. 

 

Book Bugs at 
the Library 
Apologies that our 
November date 
had to be changed. 

However, this gives us the opportunity to 
have a Book Bugs Merry Christmas on 
11th Dec at 11.15am. The session is open 
to all aged 0-5years. Come along and join 
the fun. 
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Ukrainian Amateur Theatre 
 

What a wonderful 
performance 
from the young 
cast in the 
Ukranian 
Amateur Theatre 
production of 
Robinson Crusoe.  

The group are based in Dundee and have 
been performing their interpretation of 
the Crusoe story for a little while now ς in 
Ukranian!  The performance at the Aurrie 
Mor in November was their first time 
performing in English.  And how well they 
did!   

 

They had chosen Robinson Crusoe 
because they felt it echoed their own 
story of surviving adversity and building a 
new life with new friends whilst never 
giving up hope of returning one day to 
their homeland. It was a great surprise to 
them when they recently learned that 
Alexander Selkirk came from nearby!  The 
connection was too good to miss, and 
they were delighted to visit Largo and 
perform their show. 

 

Our wonderful little village did us proud 
again, with one of the organisers saying 
ά¢ƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ 
touched by the warm welcome and kind 
support from the community.  They were 
truly grateful for the care and hospitality 
they received. One young boy said it was 
the best visit he had ever had as a 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊΗέ 

 

 

 

A special mention to the three leading 
actors, Adam, Sasha and Anastasia. 

They put on a 
fantastic 
performance, 
supported by a 
super team. 
Singing and 
dancing their way 
through a very 
entertaining 
performance.  
They played to a 

very appreciative audience and recevied 
enthusiastic applause at the end.  

 

Well done Carol and Andy at the Aurrie 
Mor for organising and hosting such an 
uplifting event. 
  

We are  

looking to purchase a 2 

Bedroom House 

/Bungalow /Flat or a 

Renovation Project in any 

area. We wish to 

purchase sooner rather 

than later. If anyone 

could help with our 

enquiry, please contact:  

07761 233 890 or  
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Coastbusters Community 
Walking 

Join us on the 
fourth Saturday of 
every month for 
some fresh air and 
friendship. All our 
walks are in Fife 
and are around 7-9 
miles long. We 
usually set off at 
10.30am from 
meeting points 

reached by bus or train if possible, or car 
sharing is encouraged. All are welcome. 
Upcoming walks: 27th December,  24th 
January, 28th February and 28th March.  
¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ 
Coastbusters - community walking group 
CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƻƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
media, get in touch with Yvonne 
Stephenson.  

Email: stephensonyjw@gmail.com 

Yappers and Yarners 

 

Welcome to our Yapper 
and Yarners group. We 
are a community group 
based at the Largo 
library and community 
hub.  Meetings are every 

2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month at 
2pm till 4 pm. There is a £2 fee towards 
tea, coffee, cake and library costs  

 

To be part of this group you need to knit 
or crochet or want to learn.  We are 
happy to help each other with our Work 
In Progress which you need to bring with 
you at sessions.  

 

This group is open to adults only (and no 
pets please). For more info contact 
Stephie on stephie.hendrie@gmail.com or 
join our Facebook pagŜ ά¸ŀǇǇŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
¸ŀǊƴŜǊǎέ.

Tel. 07813 378512  

 

 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀǘ {ǘǳŀǊǘΩǎ         

Place your order for food now 
 
 
 

7 Leven Road, Lundin Links KY8 6AQ 
 

www.stuartsfinefood.co.uk Tel: 01333 320213 

mailto:stephensonyjw@gmail.com
http://www.stuartsfinefood.co.uk/
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                                                  Puzzle Page                       (Solutions on Page 39) 
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9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ aŀƎƛŎΥ ! /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ƻƴŎŜǊǘ 
ǿƛǘƘ !ǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ {ƛƴƎπ!ƭƻƴƎ 

 

Step into the heart of the festive season 
with a Christmas concert that offers far 
more than just a seat in the audience.  

Unlike traditional concerts where the 
audience simply listens, this special 
Christmas gathering encourages everyone 
to sing along. TƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ 
ages to enjoy -traditional carols and 

Christmas pop classics led by 
Robin on the Aurrie Mor pipe 
organ, Greg and Scott of Open 
Sea and, specially formed for 
the occasion, the Aurrie Mor 
Carol singers!  

 

Adding even more sparkle to 
the evening, Robin, Claire and 
Yvonne will treat the audience 
to renditions of classic pieces 
providing moments of 
reflection amidst the joyful 
sing-along numbers. The 
evening promises to be an 
enchanting musical experience 
that truly captures the spirit of 
Christmas. You are invited to 
bring your own bottle and 
snacks! 

 

The concert is on Saturday 20th 
December 2025, at 6.00pm ς 
7.30pm in The Aurrie Mor, 
Main Street, Lower Largo.  
Tickets are £5 per person (cash 
donations will be invited on the 
evening to Altzheimers          
Scotland).  

 

Booking in advance is 

                   absolutely essential. 

 

                 Tickets can be booked online at       
www.theaurriemor.com 

 
  

A Christmas Concert at the Aurrie Mor 

http://www.theaurriemor.com/
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Upper Largo Camera Club  
**We Are Looking For New Members** 

 

The Camera Club includes a small group of 
friendly people interested in photography. 
The club aims to facilitate the 
development of its members 
photographic skills. 
 

We include local field trips, in-house 
projects, constructive discussion on 
members photographs and talks/advice 
on the use of their cameras. 
Recent club projects were photographing 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ƻŦ άaȅ {ǳƳƳŜǊέ, 
ά¢ŜȄǘǳǊŜǎέΣ ŀƴŘ ά/ƛǊŎƭŜǎέΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 
ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ά[ƛƎƘǘ 
¢ǊŀƛƭǎέΦ 
We recently had success with our 
photographs on display as part of the 

Largo Bay Art Society exhibition in the 
Aurrie Mor in August. 
 

Meetings are normally at 7.30pm on the 
2nd and 4th Monday of the month in the 
Simpson Institute 
 

If you would like to know more, contact 
Ian Macfarlane at 
ianmacfarlane157@btinternet.com 
 


